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Award recip ients for 1 999·2000 
Adu lt stud ents 
know Dickey's 
there for them 
As director of continuing educa­
tion, Jack Dickey probably advises 
more students on a yearly basis 
than any Furman faculty member, 
counseling hundreds through the 
process of admission, registration 
and graduation in the Undergraduate 
Evening Studies Program. 
Dickey is currently advisor to more than 1 50 degree-seeking 
adult students. So when his name was announced during spring 
Commencement as the recipient of the Alester G. Furman, Jr. , and 
Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising, many wondered 
how the prestigious award had eluded him for so long. 
Through the years, the soft-spoken Dickey has counseled 
nontraditional students through roadblocks and challenges that would 
make the worries of most students seem trivial: childbirth, career 
changes, family deaths and life-threatening illnesses, to name a few. 
As his charges try to juggle an education with an assortment of 
other responsibilities, Dickey is their strongest advocate and close 
confidant. In fact, some in the Undergraduate Evening Studies Program 
say that they owe their degree, in part, to him. 
"There were many times I felt all was lost and that I could not 
complete the tasks that were occurring in my academic career, 
employment and (personal life)," wrote one student in a nominating 
letter. "He was always there to offer support. Every time I left his 
office, I felt renewed confidence." 
Said another, "I know I owe Mr. Dickey a large part of my diploma. 
Through the years he was not only supportive of my studies - he was 
concerned and interested in me. Family illness and health problems 
necessitated me foregoing several semesters. Always, Mr. Dickey 
encouraged me to return and try again. I am grateful that I did." 
A native of Columbus, Ohio, Dickey knew after graduating from 
Ohio University in 1 964 that he wanted to work with college students. 
After earning a master's from the University of Cincinnati, Dickey 
went to nearby Otterbein College as director of the campus center and 
student activities. He later became director of career services. 
In 1 976, Otterbein's president, hoping to draw adult students from 
nearby Columbus, selected Dickey to pioneer a continuing education 
program at the college. Over the next few years, Dickey worked to 
line up instructors and market the program to nontraditional students. 
"As I became more involved, I developed a great appreciation for 
older students," says Dickey. "They are a lot different from traditional 
students. They have different stories and goals. Continuing education 
also helped put me in closer contact with the faculty." 
Since coming to Furman in 1 98 1 ,  Dickey has seen the continuing 
education program expand to include FULIR (Furman University 
Learning in Retirement), an enrichment program for seniors, and two 
enrichment programs for high school students, Bridges to a Brighter 
Future and Summer Scholars. The division also oversees the variety 
of summer camps and activities that Furman hosts each summer. 
Now, at 58, Dickey has made plans to retire in July. But he's been 
too busy of late to decide how he's going to spend his free time. 
"Oh, I ' l l  still be around campus, walking around the lake and 
exercising," he chuckles. "I might even take a FULIR class or two." 
- John Roberts 
Eve n  i n  ret i re m e nt ,  
Fa i rbanks st i l l  
offers sound advi ce 
Officially, G i l  Fairbanks retired 
in the spring of 2000 after 36 years 
as a Furman biology professor. 
But he's  waiting a while to 
break the ties completely. Although 
he is no longer teaching, he did 
agree to remain for one more year 
as the university's health careers advisor, a position he has held since 
1 975. He will follow through with this year's seniors as they complete 
the medical and graduate school application process, then pass the 
advising torch along to his departmental colleague, Laura Thompson. 
So Furman students have one more year to benefit from Fairbanks' 
guidance, conscientious attention to detail and concern for their best 
interests. Those qualities helped him earn the Alester G.  Furman, Jr., 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising last spring. 
The half-inch stack of nominating letters from colleagues and 
past and present students provided a remarkably consistent portrait of 
Fairbanks' advising skills.  Over and over, the letters used the same 
descriptive terms: Compassionate. Fair. Diligent. Honest. Straight­
forward. Dedicated. Selfless. Even students who had decided not to 
pursue a health career recommended him for the honor. 
"He is passionate about what he does," says Thompson. "He's 
such a quiet, reserved gentleman who doesn't seek the limelight, and 
people don't realize how hard he works, both during and after hours." 
He's also successful. It's no accident that in recent years the 
average acceptance rate to medical school for Furman students has 
been almost twice the national rate. 
Fairbanks describes himself as a "self-educated" man when it 
comes to health careers. When he assumed the advisory post in 1 975, 
he says that many careers, such as physician assistant and physical 
and occupational therapy, were just coming into vogue. He made a 
point of learning about those professions and of attending the national 
conventions of Alpha Epsilon Delta, the premedical honorary society, 
and the National Association of Advisors for the Health Professions, 
so that he would have the latest information to pass along to students. 
The more he learned, the more he realized Furman needed a 
publication to inform health careers students of the latest developments 
in their area. The result: a Health Careers Planning Guide, which 
he updates annually with statistics on medical and graduate schools 
and advice on testing, course selection, financial aid and interviewing. 
With the guidebook completed for another year, Fairbanks is well 
into the routine of reviewing medical school essays, making sure all 
graduate school applications are complete and holding students' hands 
through the process. But since he isn't teaching any classes, he does 
have more time to pursue his own interests. One opportunity he 
couldn 't pass up this fall :  a trip to Oberammergau, Germany, to see 
the millennia! version of the famous "Passion Play." 
And he thinks this year will serve as a good bridge into retirement. 
As he says, "I like being able to phase down this way. As time passed, 
I 'd started to enjoy the advising more than laboratory work and, to 
some extent, teaching. I 've loved the chance to get to know so many 
students and to work so closely with them on a one-to-one basis." 
No doubt that for many of his former students, the feeling 
would be mutual. 
- Jim Stewart 
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